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Biography

Date of birth: September, 15, 1964.

Received his M.Sc. in Natural Sciences at the University of Parma (Italy) in 1987

In 2013 he achieved his Ph.D. in Experimental Ecology and Geobotany at the University of Pavia (Italy)
with a research on the migration strategies of raptors studied by direct visual observation. He is author
of about 90 ornithological publications.

E-mail:nicolantonioagostini @ gmail.com

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Between 1986 and 1989 he was member of the Scientific Coordination of the Raptor Rescue Centre in
Parma, managed by the Italian Society for the Protection of Birds. In this period he studied the predatory
behavior of captive wild Buzzards (Buteo buteo) and European Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) and both social
and predatory behavior of captive wild Barn Owls (Tyfo alba) and Tawny Owls (Strix aluco).

Since 1989, in collaboration with many ornithologists, he has been making studies on the migration of
raptors at several watchsites in Italy, Tunisia, Malta, Greece, Turkey and Georgia. His interest is focused on
the water-crossing behavior, orientation, navigation and social learning. Some of these research works were
the result of a collaborative effort based on simultaneous observations on different watchsites.

In 1994 he made a research on the social behavior of captive fledgling American Kestrels (Falco sparverius)
at the Avian Science and Conservation Centre of McGill University (Montreal, Canada).

Since 2008 he has been investigating ecology and distribution of wintering raptors in Italy and Greece.

In 2004, with some colleagues, he founded MEDRAPTORS (Mediterranean Raptor Migration Network), an
association that works to improve research and protection of migrating birds of prey through specific
projects and observation camps.

Websites:

MEDRAPTORS: http://www.raptormigration.org/

Researchgate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nicolantonio_Agostini

Google scholar: http://scholar.google.it/citations?user=U401wnOAA A AJ&hl=it
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He is referee for the following journals: Acrocephalus, Ardea, Avocetta, European Journal of Wildlife
Research, Ibis, Journal of Field Ornithology, Journal of Raptor Research, Journal of Zoology.

Member of the Raptor Research Foundation since 2005.

Species of interest
Neophron percnopterus; Milvus milvus; Falco tinnunculus; Circaetus gallicus;, Buteo buteo; Pernis

apivorus; Milvus migrans, Circus aeruginosus; Circus macrourus;, Circus pygargus; Hieraaetus pennatus,

Aquila pomarina

PUBLICATIONS

ISI Journals
Panuccio M., Duchi A. Lucia G. & Agostini N. In press. Species-specific behaviour of raptors migrating across the Turkish

Straits. Ardeola.

Agostini N., Gustin M., von Hardenberg J. & Panuccio M. In press. Wind patterns affect migration flyways and flock size of a

soaring bird over sea. Avian Biology Research.

PanuccioM., Barboutis C., Chiatante G., Evangelidis A., Agostini N. In press. Pushed by increasing air temperature and tailwind

speed: weather selectivity of raptors migrating across the Aegean Sea. Ornis Fennica.
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http://scholar.google.it/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=it&user=U4o1wn0AAAAJ&sortby=pubdate&citation_for_view=U4o1wn0AAAAJ:yxmsSjX2EkcC
http://scholar.google.it/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=it&user=U4o1wn0AAAAJ&sortby=pubdate&citation_for_view=U4o1wn0AAAAJ:yxmsSjX2EkcC

N. Agostini: curriculum vitae

Panuccio M., Agostini N. & Premuda G. 2012. Ecological barriers promote risk minimisation and social learning in migrating

Short-toed Snake Eagles. Ethology Ecology & Evolution, 24:74-80.

Agostini N., Lucia G., Mellone U., Panuccio M., von Hardenberg J., Evangelidis A. & Kominos T. 2012. Loop migration of adult

European Honey Buzzards Pernis apivorus through the central-eastern Mediterranean. Italian Journal of Zoology 79: 280-286.

Panuccio M., Agostini N., Lucia G., Mellone U., Wilson S., Ashton-Booth J., Chiatante G. & Todisco S. 2010. Local weather
conditions affect migration strategies of adult Western Honey Buzzards (Pernis apivorus) through an isthmus area. Zoological

Studies 49: 651-656.

Agostini N. & Panuccio M. 2010. Western Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) migration through the Mediterranean Sea: a

review. Journal of Raptor Research 44: 136-142.

Agostini N. & Mellone U. 2008. Does migration flyway of Short-toed Snake-Eagles breeding in central Italy reflect the

colonization history? Journal of Raptor Research 42: 158-159.

Agostini N., Panuccio M., Mellone U., Lucia G., Wilson S. & Ashton-Booth J. 2007. Do migration counts reflect population
trends? A case study of the honey buzzard Pernis apivorus. Ardeola 54: 339-344.

Agostini N. & Mellone U. 2007. Migration strategies of Oriental Honey Buzzards (Pernis ptilorhyncus) breeding in Japan.
Forktail 23: 182-183.

Agostini N., Gustin M. & Cardelli C. 2007. Factors shaping pathways of European Honey-buzzards (Pernis apivorus) during

spring migration in the central Mediterranean basin. Journal of Raptor Research 41: 57-61.

Agostini N., Premuda G., Cocchi L., Molajoli R., Cardelli C., Gustin M. & Baghino L. 2006. Spring migration of Western Honey-

buzzards (Pernis apivorus) along the Sardinia-Corsica corridor (Central Mediterranean). Journal of Raptor Research 40: 244-246.

Agostini N. 2005. Are earlier estimates of Accipitriformes crossing the Channel of Sicily (Central Mediterranean) during spring

migration accurate? Journal of Raptor Research 39: 184-186.

Agostini N., Premuda G., Mellone U., Panuccio M., Logozzo D., Bassi E & Cocchi L. 2005. Influence of wind and geography on

orientation behavior of adult honey buzzards Pernis apivorus during migration over water . Acta Ornithologica 40: 71-74.

Agostini N. 2004. Additional observations of age-dependent migration behaviour in western honey buzzards Pernis apivorus.

Journal of Avian Biology 35: 469-470.



N. Agostini: curriculum vitae

Agostini N., Coleiro C., & Panuccio M. 2004. Analysis of the autumn migration of juvenile Honey Buzzards (Pernis apivorus)

across the central Mediterranean. Journal of Raptor Research 38: 283-286.

Agostini N., Baghino L., Coleiro C., Corbi F. & Premuda G. 2002. Circuitous autumn migration in the Short-toed Eagle
(Circaetus gallicus). Journal of Raptor Research 36: 111-114.

Agostini N., Baghino L., Panuccio M. & Premuda G. 2002. A conservative strategy in migrating Short-toed Eagles (Circaetus
gallicus). Ardeola 49: 287-291.

Agostini N. 2001. Spring migration in relation to sex and age of Marsh Harriers Circus aeruginosus in a central Mediterranean

island. Ardeola 48: 71-73.

Agostini N., Bird D. & Negro J.J. 1996. The social behavior of captive fledgling American kestrels (Falco sperverius). Journal of
Raptor Research 30: 240-241.

Agostini N. & Logozzo D. 1995. Autumn migration of honey buzzards in southern Italy. Journal of Raptor Research 29: 275-277.

Agostini N. 1992. Spring migration of honey buzzards (Pernis apivorus) at the Straits of Messina in relation to atmospheric

conditions. Journal of Raptor Research 26: 93-96.

Csermely D., Mainardi D. & Agostini N. 1989. The predatory behaviour of captive wild kestrel, Falco tinninculus L. Bollettino di
Zoologia 56: 317-320.

Chapter in books
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